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Drama meets education is the powerful writing partnership that Julie Laslett and 
Caroline Webster bring together.  Julie and Caroline are directors of 
dramatic media Limited.

Julie Laslett M.A.,Adv.Dip Ed.,B.A. is a qualiýed teacher and youth worker. Her 
background in working with young people, interest in drama and experience in educational 
management, eventually led to the creation of programmes for the education and 
training market.  She developed and managed the Manx Multimedia Centre from
1999 and set up dramatic media in 2004.  Julie co-writes and produces all in-house 
productions and is Managing Director of dramatic media.

Caroline Webster trained as an actress and between 1984 and 1997 worked extensively 
in both theatre and television. Television credits include episodes of óLondonôs Burningô, 
ñAll Creatures Great & Smallò, ñCarrot on Trialò, ñHollyoaksò and four series of ñCasualtyò. 
In 1993 she wrote and produced a short ýlm and became involved in working with young 
production trainees at the Manx Multimedia Centre.  Caroline co-writes, co-ordinates and 
directs in-house dramas and multimedia programmes, and is dramatic mediaôs
Creative Director.

Copyright notice:

All rights reserved. The dvd ýlm drama and associated resource material of Deadline
may not be reproduced, in part or in whole, without the written consent of the copyright 
holder.  Text, in either print or electronic format, and photographs may only be 
reproduced as speciýed by the purchasersô user licence agreement. 
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How to use the teacher booklet

The teacher booklet is divided into two parts.

This ýrst part contains notes for the teacher, and worksheets with suggested/sample answers 
written in blue.

The second part contains photocopiable worksheets for the pupils.  Please note that pupils 
may not necessarily require one each as the discussion work can be delivered in groups, 
with each group using a different worksheet.  The groups then feed back their summaries to 
contribute to the class overview.

Delivery Structure:

Lesson 1.	  Watch the ýlm and discuss the points that follow.

		  Activity 1 - Worksheets 1,2,3,or 4.

		  Feedback and discussion.

Lesson 2.	 Recap the ýlm drama.

		  Activity 2 - Worksheets 1.

		  Activity 3 - Worksheet 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 or 7.

		  Feedback and discussion.
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INFORMATION FOR THE TEACHER 

For the purpose of this programme the deýnition of a ódrugô is; any natural or synthetic 
chemical substance either used legally for the diagnosis, prevention or treatment of illness, 
or, used legally to achieve an altered state..

The ýve drugs featured in Deadline are; cigarettes/nicotine, Ecstasy/MDMA, 
amphetamine[speed/whiz], alcohol and ventilin.

Nicotine is a stimulant derived from the Nicoiana tabacum plant when inhaled as cigarette 
smoke.  There are a large number of compounds in nicotiana leaves and tobacco smoke 
contains over 3000 different chemicals,

Ecstasy/MDMA is an amphetamine related compound and as such is a class A drug.  It 
comes in tablet and capsule form and acts as a stimulant and mood changing drug.

Amphetamine [Amphetamine Sulphate] is a stimulant that comes in either powder or tablet 
form and has potential hallucinogenic effects.  Itôs street names are Speed, Whizz and 
Uppers.

Alcohol or ethanol is produced by the action of yeast on sugars found in fruit and other 
plants. Alcohol is a central nervous system depressant which inhibits normal brain function.

Ventilin [Salbutamol] is a prescribed drug used by those suffering from Asthma.  The drug is 
a stimulant Vaso Dialator, which causes the bronchioles to dilate thereby allowing oxygen to 
enter the lungs.

Nicotine, alcohol and ventilin are legal drugs.
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Serena

Serena is Maxôs best mate.  She is an attractive but rather spoilt girl. Serenaôs parents have 
money, hard earned cash from their own business, which consumes most of their time.  
Consequently Serena is often left to her own devices.  A typical teenager, Serena is self 
centred and has an appetite for fun and money.

At the beginning of the drama Serena seems to be close to Max, a good and trusted friend 
who obviously admires Max for her strong personality.  She is also very supportive of her 
friend, agreeing to lend her some money.  However, by the time she arrives at the club she 
has lied to her parents, paid off her brother Tom and as a consequence has failed to get 
any money for Max.  When Tom is attacked and rushed to hospital Serena is genuinely 
concerned.  Caught up with her own problems she soon loses patience with Max.  By the 
end of the story Serena discovers that her so called ófriendô has betrayed her.

LEAD CHARACTER SUMMARIES

The protagonist - Max

Max is a ýfteen year old girl who appears strong and deýant.  More feared than respected, 
she exerts power and control over many if her contemporaries at school.  Max is desperate 
not to end up like her Mum.  Instead, she dreams of escaping her current lifestyle and 
becoming successful and afþuent.  Max is both bright and canny and knows how to use her 
talents.

At the beginning of the drama Max is portrayed as someone who feels strong, conýdent, 
and in control.  However, after meeting Steve and Carla her position is less secure and 
as the plot progresses she becomes increasingly weaker until eventually she sinks to the 
ground, head in hands, alone and defeated.

Max sells illegal drugs but is not a drug user.  Her motivation is to make money.  Max 
operates outside the law and her criminal behaviour includes, shoplifting, selling stolen 
goods, attempting to sell drugs to young children, lying to the police and planting illegal 
drugs on her friend, Serena.
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THE PARENTS

Susan is Maxôs Mum and a woman who looks defeated by life.  Sheôs an honest hard 
working individual who has never been given a break and is now resigned to her lot.  She 
would love to be able to provide more for her daughter but itôs all she can manage to pay 
the rent.  Maxôs Dad walked out some years ago and makes no contribution to their living.

Serenaôs parents, Mike and Judy are much better off.  They donôt mean to neglect their 
children but running their own business dominates their lives and as a consequence they 
often leave Serena and Tom to look after themselves.  They have made their priority in life 
the pursuit of material wealth and comfort, their children shall want for nothing.

At the beginning of the story both sets of parents show signs of some typical tensions with 
their teenage daughters, but on the whole they trust what their children are up to.  By the 
end of the story they are all faced with the truth that their trust was misplaced.  Despite this, 
they protect and defend their children at the time of crisis.

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT?

Background Information

With regard to police procedure: Serena would be arrested on suspicion of possession of 
controlled drugs.  She would be cautioned and taken to the police station for interview.  

In the presence of a parent Serena would be interviewed and the interview would be 
recorded on tape.  Given that Serena is innocent she is likely to deny having ever seen the 
drugs, and depending on how much she regards Max as a threat, she may or may not tell 
them everything she knows.  What is clear is that she will plead innocence and protest her 
belief that the drugs were planted on her by someone else.  As she has nothing to hide, she 
might well agree to provide ýngerprints.

The following day, Max will be interviewed by the police in the presence of her mother.  Due 
to the evidence that has been supplied by Serena, the police will be highly suspicious.  If 
Max denies all knowledge of the drugs she cannot be forced to provide her ýngerprints.  
Were it later discovered that there are indeed a set of prints on the drugs, there is a 
possibility that she will be charged for supplying drugs.  At this point she would be formally 
charged and then released on bail and requested to make an appearance in court.  If found 
guilty Max could face a Probation Order with set conditions, for example; random drug 
testing.  However, the course of action taken by the authorities would depend upon the 
details of the case and the district within which the incident occurred.

Susan, Maxôs Mum, could also face police charges. Susan colluded with Max the lie 
about the money coming from Dad.  Even if it could not be proven that the money has 
come from the sale of illegal drugs, the origin of the cash is highly suspicious.  In a worst 
case scenario, there is a possibility that Susan would also be arrested and charged with 
attempting to pervert the course of justice. 
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The Film Drama

The class will be working in small groups or pairs.  Each group will work on a different 
worksheet.  There are 4 worksheets for the teacher to distribute.

Watch the ýlm drama.

Begin by watching the ýlm drama óDeadlineô.  Running time 24 mins.

After watching the ýlm, discuss the following questions with the whole class.  Answers for 
the teacher are in blue.

There are ýve drugs featured in óDeadlineô.  What are they?
	
	 1. Cigarettes/nicotine
	 2. Ecstasy/MDMA
	 3. Amphetamine (speed/whizz) sold in ‘wraps’ to the young man in the opening 
	 sequence
	 4. Alcohol
	 5. Ventilin

Which of these drugs are legal?
	
	 Cigarettes       Alcohol       Ventilin

Which of these drugs are illegal?
	
	 Ecstasy       Amphetamines

Can you name three other legal drugs?
	
	 E.g. Aspirin      Cough mixture       Ibuprofen

Who uses a drug in the ýlm?
	
	 Serena’s parents drink alcohol (wine)
	 Paul drinks beer
	 Tom uses the prescribed drug, Ventilin, for his asthma
	

Lesson 1
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The purpose of this activity is to identify how drugs have affected the characters and their 
relationships.

Separate the class into small groups and ensure that each group has a copy of either 
Worksheet 1, 2, 3, or 4.  Each group will focus on one character but will gain an overview 
during whole class feedback and discussion.  

When each group has completed their notes, bring the class together for feedback and 
discussion.  Ask each group to give examples of how drugs have affected the character(s).

Sample answers for each worksheet are provided in blue.

1.	 List words to describe Max
	
 Dpoýefou   Ejtbggfdufe
 Efýbou   Cvmmz
	 Angry				   Liar
	 Ambitious

2.	 What does Max want in life?
	
	 Freedom			   Power
	 Status				   Money
	 Respect
	
3.	 How is Max involved (directly or indirectly) with drugs?
	
	 Sells drugs on the street
	 Sources drugs from her dealers, Steve and Carla
	 Smokes cigarettes
	 Goes to hospital with Serena due to Tom’s Ventilin being destroyed

4.	 How does Maxôs involvement with drugs affect her relationship with her Mum and 	
	 Serena?
	
	 Max manipulates her Mum in order to get money
	 Max lies to her Mum e.g about her clothing and the money from Dad
	 Max plants drugs on Serena
	 Max is disloyal to her friend and abuses the friendship

5.	 What impact has involvement with drugs had on Maxôs life?
	
	 Csfblt uif mbx boe sjtlt b dsjnjobm sfdpse
	 Max has become deceitful and a liar
	 She loses Serena as a friend
 Mptft ifs dpoýefodf boe tubuvt
	 Threatened with violence by Steve and Carla

Activity 1 - Worksheet 1   	 HOW HAVE DRUGS AFFECTED MAX?
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1.	 List words to describe Serena

	 Weak
	 Liar
	 Manipulative	
	 Loyal
	 Deceitful
	
2.	 What does Serena want in life?

	 Max’s friendship
	 Max’s opproval
	 Freedom
	 Excitement

3.	 How is Serena involved (directly or indirectly) with drugs?

	 Agrees to lend Max money to pay back Steve and Carla
	 Gets money from Dad to give to Max
	 Offers to steal money from Dad’s desk
	 Goes with Tom to hospital when he is ill and has no Ventilin

4.	 How does Serenaôs involvement with drugs affect her relationship with her family?

	 Lies to her parents e.g. about the club, and what the money is for
 Csjcft ifs cspuifs Upn tp uibu tif dbo hp up uif dmvc
	 Deceives her parents and fails to take responsibility for her brother
	 Shocks her parents when she is found in possession of illegal drugs
	

5.	 What impact has involvement with drugs had on Serenaôs life?

	 Found in possession of illegal drugs by the police
	 Relationship with her parents breaks down
	 Realises she has been used by Max
	

Activity 1 - Worksheet 2 		   HOW HAVE DRUGS AFFECTED SERENA?
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1.	 List words to describe Maxôs mum

	 Weak
	 Hard working
	 Down trodden
	 Low self esteem
	 Loyal
	 Loving
	 Caring
	
2.	 What does Maxôs mum want in life?

	 A close relationship with Max
	 Security
	 Money

3.	 How is Maxôs mum involved (directly or indirectly) with drugs?

	 Her daughter sells drugs

4.	 How do drugs affect her relationship with Max?
	
	 Realises Max has manipultated and lied to her
	 Max’s deceit creates a distance between them

5.	 What impact has Maxôs involvement with drugs had on her mumôs life?

	 Max’s mum lies to the police to protect her daughter
	 She risks police prosecution by protecting her daughter
	 She has more worry and stress

Activity 1 - Worksheet 3  		 HOW HAVE DRUGS AFFECTED MAX’S MUM?


